
  

 
       OXFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
       March 16, 2020 
 
 
 The Members of the Honorable Board of Commissioners of Granville County, North 

Carolina met in a regular meeting on Monday, March 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium, 

Granville Expo and Convention Center, 4185 US Highway 15 South, Oxford.    

 Present were:  
 
 Chairman:  David T. Smith   
 
 Commissioners: Tony W. Cozart  Sue Hinman  

Zelodis Jay   Timothy Karan    
Edgar Smoak 
 

    Owen T. Roberts, Jr. was absent. 
 
 County Manager: Michael S. Felts  
  
 County Attorney:  James C. Wrenn, Jr.  
             
 News Reporters: Penny Carpenter – Butner-Creedmoor News 
         

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
  At 7:00 p.m., Chairman David T. Smith called the meeting to order and recognized 

Commissioner Tony W. Cozart for the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Zelodis Jay, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the consent agenda as follows: 

(A) Approved the Summary of Contingency and Use of Fund Balance report that showed 
the following balances: 

 
 General Contingency Balance    $                0     
 School Contingency     $     100,000 
 Environmental Disaster Contingency   $       10,000 
 General Fund Appropriated Fund Balance  $  4,400,314 
 
(B) Approved the minutes of the December 2, 2019 and January 6, 2020 meetings. 
 
 AFTER PRESENTATION BY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, BOARD 

APPROVED RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 100TH YEAR OF THE 
PASSING OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT AND THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
 
Sonya Glavin, President of the League of Women Voters of Granville County, gave a 

presentation and asked the Board to consider adopting a resolution commemorating the 100th 

year of the passing of the 19th Amendment and the 100th year of the League of Women Voters. 

 



  

 

Ms. Glavin spoke and presented information in the following letter that was included 

in the agenda packet including lines from the resolution for consideration: 

Thank you for your service to the people of your county, the state and yes, our nation.  
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan organization that includes women and 
men, founded in February, 1920, has as its mission “Empowering Voters. Defending 
Democracy”.  We strongly advocated then and now for full participation in the voting 
process and educating voters on the issues, as we celebrate our 100th year. 
 
The League of Women Voters Granville County, established in 2014 has been active 
in our county with voter registration events, hosting and moderating candidate 
forums, and providing opportunity for voters to learn about issues affecting their 
community.  
 
This year marks the one hundredth anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment 
to the US Constitution giving women the vote.  As you are aware, it had to be ratified 
by two-thirds of the states and this was not accomplished until August 18, 1920, when 
Tennessee cast its vote of support.  Tennessee was the last of 36 states to ratify and 
had it not been for a young East Tennessee lawyer member of the House of 
Representatives, who after receiving a letter from his widowed mother imploring him 
to vote for suffrage, changed his vote on the third reading of the bill, the 19th 
amendment would not have been ratified at that time.  This is but one historic 
example of the importance of one vote; one elected official who dared to be 
courageous and do that which is just and right. 
 
Leagues across the country, along with numerous other organizations, will be 
commemorating this 100th anniversary throughout 2020.  The League of Women 
Voters of Granville County invites you to be a part of this most important 
commemoration specifically through the passage of the attached resolution.  We 
believe this action will raise awareness of the importance of voting and increase 
understanding that the vote did not come easily to many.  Your action will also 
provide the opportunity to enhance civic education as well as reminding all of us of 
the privilege we enjoy from living in a Democracy. 
 
As President of the League of Women Voters of Granville County, representing the 

league with others present, she asked the Board to accept and approve the resolution.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sue Hinman, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the following resolution: 

Resolution Commemorating the 100th Year of the Passing of the 19th Amendment  
and the Centennial Anniversary of the League of Women Voters 

 
Whereas, an organized movement to enfranchise women began in July, 1848, at a convention 
in Seneca Falls, NY; 
 
Whereas,  through the efforts of brave and courageous women referred to as suffragists who 
sacrificed family, their personal life and their financial resources for over seventy years to gain 
equal rights for women, especially the right to vote; 
 
Whereas, women and men, black and white, supported the woman’s suffrage movement for 
women to gain the constitutional right of having a voice in making the laws that govern them; 
 
Whereas, the woman’s suffrage movement led to the passage of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States in 1919; with ratification by the states by the summer of 
1920; 
 
Whereas, the National Woman’s Suffrage Association dissolved in 1920 to create the League 
of Women Voters of the US to register voters and educate all voters; 
 



  

Whereas,  the League of Women Voters of North Carolina was launched on October 7, 1920,  
on the steps of the Guilford County Courthouse by Gertrude Weil, a politically active and 
tireless young woman from Goldsboro, NC; 
 
Whereas, More than 120,000 women were registered to vote in North Carolina by 1920;  
  
Whereas, women today constitute a majority vote in Granville County, our State and the 
United States 
 
Whereas, more women are running for office in higher numbers and more active in the 
election process than ever before in history; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the 100th anniversary of women gaining the right to vote and the 
founding of the League of Women Voters in the United States and in North Carolina is 
recognized for the impact these historic accomplishments have on citizen engagement and 
the civic life of the community, the state and the nation. 

 
The Constitution of the United State of America, Amendment XIX 

Women’s Suffrage 
The right of the citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by ay State on account of sex. 
Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
 
Board members took a picture with members of the Granville County League of 

Women Voters who were present to commemorate the event.   

GRANVILLE-VANCE DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT AND COVID-19 
 UPDATE 

 
Lisa Harrison, Health Director, said she was present to update the Board on the status 

of testing, total case numbers, and coronavirus also known as COVID-19.  She said she 

receives updates hour by hour on different information regarding COVID-19 and noted that 

the caseload right now is zero confirmed cases in Granville and Vance Counties as far as lab 

testing.  She talked about the testing challenges across the United States; the symptoms that 

would initiate testing for COVID-19; and the number of cases in North Carolina, the United 

States, and the world.  She explained this is now a pandemic as there is community 

transmission in over 100 countries; they are in response mode to not stress out the hospitals 

and health care system; and that they are working to flatten the curve and to try to keep people 

safe and healthy.  Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread 

from person to person.  The virus that causes COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that does not 

have treatment or a vaccine.  She reviewed a fact sheet from the Center for Disease Control 

(CDC) on the Coronavirus disease 2019 about who can get it, how it spreads, symptoms, those 

at risk, etc.  She said they have been in contact with the Senior Center, hospitals, nursing homes 

and long terms facilities as that population is in a higher at-risk group.  She talked about the 

importance of washing hands, coughing into elbows, social distancing and the handouts on 

these measures on the CDC website.  She said even though there are no cases in Granville 



  

County, they are actively working to make sure they track, quarantine if needed and monitor 

and isolate.  

Commissioner Cozart mentioned childcare facilities still being open and noted they 

practice good sanitary procedures already.  

Mrs. Harrison talked about the importance of childcare facilities being open for 

healthcare workers as schools are now closed.   

BOARD TOOK ACTION REGARDING SENIOR SERVICES AND THE LIBRARY 
DUE TO COVID-19 
 
County Manager Felts said he had some items related to the County’s response to 

COVID-19 and the Board decided to address the matters at this time.   

County Manager Felts said that the Senior Services Advisory Committee met this 

morning at 9:00 a.m. to discuss implications of COVID-19 as it relates to the Senior Centers 

in Granville County.  He reviewed the recommendations from the meeting.  

Chairman Smith stated that the recommendations were approved unanimously by the 

Senior Services Advisory Committee to begin March 18th to protect our senior citizens and 

noted that meals would still be delivered.    

County Manager Felts then reviewed recommendations regarding the Granville County 

Libraries and said that some measures are already in place, but two measures would need Board 

policy direction - meeting room reservations and cancellation of all events and programs at the 

libraries through the end of April. 

County Manager Felts informed the Board that an emergency staff meeting was held 

this morning and staff discussed items that County Administration will be working through 

including childcare issues with the closing of schools and procedures for keeping work areas 

clean using current custodial staff.  He noted that County Administration will advise that 

committee meetings that can be moved or postponed to May be moved or postponed.  He noted 

that meetings with more than 100 people are cancelled due to the Governor’s order in place.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sue Hinman, seconded by Commissioner Timothy 

Karan, and unanimously carried, the Board approved recommendations regarding the 

Granville County Senior Center and Granville County Library System due to COVID-19 as 

follows: 

• Granville County Senior Centers closed to participants until further notice 

effective March 18, 2020.  This includes canceling activities, classes, group 



  

meetings, and special events at all three centers.  Doors should remain open 

during regular business hours and all staff should be in place to answer 

questions or provide assistance as needed. One-on-one assistance should be 

given over the telephone when possible as opposed to face-to-face 

appointments.  Those who attend the congregate meal sites will be given the 

option of picking up a meal as a “drive thru” pick-up each day.  Congregate 

participants who do not drive and live near an already existing route will have 

the option of being put on a home delivery route. 

• Granville County Library System effective March 18, 2020 until April 30, 

2020: 

1. Meeting rooms are not available for public use.  (Note - County Manager 

may require use of meeting spaces for county related meetings) 

2. Computers and seating reconfigured, with fewer available for use. 

3. Cash handling is limited. 

4. Social distancing. Patrons and staff will be asked to keep a 4 to 6 foot 

distance from others, including while staff are assisting patrons with 

questions. 

5. Books should be returned by book drop where possible, rather than staff 

checking them in. 

6. Cleaning and sanitizing all libraries daily with disinfectant. 

7. Making hand gel sanitizers available for library users. 

8. Cancellation of all Granville County Library System events and programs. 

9. Removal of all toys, Legos and kits from the children’s area of all 

libraries. 

10. Halting all service to nursing homes and assisted living centers. 

11. The automatic extensions of the deadlines for all materials currently 

checked out. 

Chairman Smith noted that we should remember our health care providers during this 

trying time.   

County Manager Felts said that if Granville County issues an emergency declaration, 

it will allow the County to access some resources if needed or necessary.  He noted that the 

Chairman can issue the declaration and that he may request that in the near future.  He said 



  

that Emergency Services Director Jason Reavis was present if the Board would like an update.  

Chairman Smith asked Mr. Reavis to give an update. 

UPDATE BY EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR JASON REAVIS ON 
COVID-19 
 
Jason Reavis, Emergency Services Director, stated that 26 of 100 counties in North 

Carolina and the Eastern Band of Cherokee have issued a State of Emergency.  He urged the 

public to get information regarding COVID-19 from reputable resources.  He noted that the 

911 Center is now asking additional questions to determine if there is a positive indicator of 

someone with the coronavirus so they can inform EMS workers in order to take extra 

precautions.  He explained that this is a fluid situation as the CDC recommended yesterday 

that gatherings be limited to 50 people.   He reported that the school system is providing drive 

thru lunch service for our children and will be adding additional sites.  He talked about the 

supply chain and how some needed supplies such as hand sanitizer and personal protective 

equipment is low.  He said he is working with Social Services, Granville-Vance District Health 

Department and Granville Health System to get needed supplies.  He noted that health care 

workers have first priority for supplies and talked about the challenges of finding supplies to 

help our responders out.  

Commissioner Jay said he heard that there will be 25 sites for meal pick-up in Granville 

County.  Mr. Reavis confirmed that information is correct and will be announced soon.  

Chairman Smith thanked Jason Reavis and Robin Edwards with Emergency Services 

for their work and also Health Director Lisa Harrison for the update.  

TOWN OF STEM’S 20 YEAR PLAN 
 
Mayor Casey Dover said that Stem’s Planning Board has worked for approximately 24 

months to get the Town of Stem’s 20 Year Plan done.  He said that Stem was incorporated in 

1911 and has never had a plan.  He spoke from the following presentation: 



  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 
 
Chairman Smith thanked Mayor Dover for the presentation. 
 
BREAK 
 
At this time, the Board took an eight-minute break. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 
Eric Scott, 708 Stem Road, Creedmoor, NC, said he has lived in the area for four 

years and believes that his home is being terrorized by neighbors with a drone at night.  He 

reported the issue to the police department and has not gotten any satisfaction.  He asked what 

role the Sheriff’s Office has to assist a citizen to go through the due diligence.  He said he has 

talked to a commissioner, the County Manager, Health Department staff and others.  He wanted 

to know why his house is the only one attacked and that he is considering going to the FBI.  

He said the Granville County Sheriff’s Office had been nice, but asked in what capacity the 

Sheriff’s Office could help him to solve this being that it is an elected position.  He said another 

concern was that after 5:00 p.m., non-emergency calls to the Sheriff’s Office go to 911 and he 

believed that there should be a non-emergency number as he has been warned that he is 

misusing 911. 

Chairman Smith referred Mr. Scott to Deputy West that was present at the meeting.  

BOARD APPROVED POSITION RECLASSIFICATIONS AND MARKET 
ADJUSTMENTS FOR INSPECTIONS AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
DEPARTMENTS 
 
County Manager Felts announced that a new Human Resources Director was hired and 

started today.  He stated that this item was to consider position reclassifications and market 

adjustments necessary to County operations and then gave background information. 

Granville County is currently wrapping up a Pay and Classification Study and County 

Administration anticipates presenting this report to the Board of Commissioner in conjunction 



  

with the annual budget process.  However, there are several pay and classification adjustments 

that County Administration believes need to be considered this evening in order to meet current 

operational needs.  The changes effect limited positions in the Social Services and Inspections 

departments.  The changes are recommended to be incorporated into the 2019-2020 Pay and 

Classification Plan in accordance with Sections 31 – 51 of the Granville County Personnel 

Ordinance.  These changes will provide the County with the necessary coverage for Fire 

Inspections and will allow County Staff to make necessary changes to the Social Services 

organizational structure to provide current services and help better position us to prepare the 

recommended budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. 

The Inspections Department position reclassification will increase the Chief Building 

Inspector from a Grade 27 to a Grade 29 to recognize the change in job duties to include the 

occasional use of his level 3 fire certification.  The changes in the Social Services Department 

consist of position reclassifications and market adjustments resulting from the need to include 

two additional lead workers in the Economic Services Division and changes in job duties for 

the four Income Maintenance Supervisors of the Economic Services Division of Social 

Services.  The recommended changes include converting four part-time positions to two full-

time positions and increasing the salary grade of the Income Maintenance Supervisors from 

Grade 21 to Grade 24.  The recommended changes for the Social Services Department were 

presented to the DSS Board and were approved unanimously.  He noted that both the DSS 

Director and County Manager recommend the changes and funding exists in the current 

budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sue Hinman, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the reclassification of the Chief  

Building Inspector from a grade 27 to a grade 29 in the Development Services Department-

Inspections; and approved converting four (4) part-time Income Maintenance Caseworker III 

positions to two (2) full-time positions at grade 19 and increasing the Income Maintenance 

Supervisors from grade 21 to grade 24 in the Social Services Department. 

 BOARD APPROVED INMATE OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES FOR GRANVILLE 
 COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT AND DETENTION CENTER 
 

Chairman Smith stated that Granville County solicited an Invitation to Bid to various 

firms for inmate operational supplies needed for the Detention Center.  The supplies included 

clothing, toiletries, mattresses, blankets/sheets, hygiene products, restraints, and janitorial 



  

products for the inmate population.  Funding exists in the fixtures, furnishing and equipment 

budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the purchase of inmate operational 

supplies including clothing, toiletries, mattresses, blankets/sheets, hygiene products, restraints 

and janitorial products from the following vendors based upon the best priced product: 

o Bob Baker Company                        $27,335.30 
o Victory Supply Company                $21,421.31 
o Cornerstone                                      $18,556.00 
o Charm-Tex                                       $  7,471.26 

 
 BOARD APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVE FURNISHINGS FOR GRANVILLE 

COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT AND DETENTION CENTER AND ANIMAL 
SHELTER 
  
Chairman Smith said this request was for the approval to purchase furniture items for 

public lobbies, administrative offices, conference rooms, and training rooms within the Law 

Enforcement, Detention, and Animal Shelter.  With the assistance of Moseley Architects, 

several meetings with staff were held over the past 6 months to discuss each area’s 

administrative function and furnishings needs.  The furnishing assessment was completed and 

an inventory of existing furniture was performed to determine what units might be relocated 

to the new areas.  Furnishings are needed for: 

• (4)   Public Lobbies 
• (38) Administrative Offices 
• (14) Cubical Offices 
• (5)   Break Rooms 
• (3)   Multi-Purpose Rooms 
• (1) Training Room 
• (3) Conference Rooms 
 
He noted that funding exists in the fixtures, furnishing and equipment budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Tony W. Cozart, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board approved awarding a fixed price purchase and 

installation agreement to Storr Office Environments for a price not to exceed $260,557.60 from 

state contract for furniture items for public lobbies, administrative offices, conference rooms 

and training rooms for the new Law Enforcement and Detention Center and Animal Shelter.   

 BOARD AWARDED CHANGE ORDER FOR GRANVILLE COUNTY LAW 
 ENFORCEMENT CENTER AND ANIMAL SHELTER 

 
 Scott Phillips, Development Services Director, stated that Granville County’s 

Construction Manager at Risk/Guarantee Maximum Price (GMP) contract with Bordeaux 



  

Construction Company includes a contingency fund to help reduce risk assumed by the 

Construction Manager at Risk (CMR) at the time of bidding.  Under the provisions of the 

contract, the CMR Contingency may be applied to (1) scope gaps between trade contractors, 

(2) contract default by trade contractors, (3) unforeseen field conditions, and (4) design 

omissions that a prudent CMR could not have reasonably detected during the discharge of their 

pre-construction services.  The owner contingency, approved within the project funding, is not 

included within the GMP or CMR Contingency.  The County will receive a credit for the 

balance of the CMR contingency once the project is completed.  In order to expedite the 

construction services, owner requested changes were processed through the CMR contingency.  

This request reconciles the CMR contingency from the owner contingency but does not affect 

the overall funding amount approved by the Board. He recommended approving change order 

#2. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board approved change order #2 in the amount of 

$128,284 from the owner contingency fund for the new Law Enforcement Center and Animal 

Shelter. 

BOARD APPROVED ANIMAL SHELTER CONTAINMENT AND SHELTER 
 ACCESSORIES  
 

Chairman Smith explained that Granville County Development Services received price 

proposals on February 7, 2020 for the supply and installation of kennels, cages and other items 

necessary for our new Animal Shelter.  The Request for Qualifications requested the supply 

and installation of twenty (20) stainless steel/aluminum framed kennels for the Dog Adoption 

area; eighteen (18) stainless steel / aluminum framed kennels for the Dog Quarantine area; and 

an assortment of fiberglass/extruded plastic cages for Cat Adoption, Feral Cats, and Small 

Animals area.  Also included within the RFP were a variety of other items to support 

examination and intake.  Funding exists in the fixtures, furnishing and equipment budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Tony W. Cozart, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the purchase of kennels for $99,480.42, 

and kennel tops for $9,843.68, for a total price not to exceed $109,324.10 from Mason 

Company; approved the purchase of cages for an amount not to exceed $55,353.00 from 

Schroer Manufacturing Company (Shor-Line); and approved the purchase of a bi-level 



  

tub/table with fixtures for a price not to exceed $2,925.00 from Schroer Manufacturing 

Company (Shor-Line) for the new Animal Shelter.     

BOARD APPROVED VOICE OVER IP (VOIP) PHONE SYSTEM FOR THE NEW 
LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER 

 
County Manager Felts explained that during the evaluation of the phone system 

requirements for Granville County Law Enforcement Center, a hosted Voice Over IP (VOIP) 

system was determined as the best solution for both functionality and cost.  Hosted VOIP 

solution provides telecom access with existing data connections, and redundancy utilizing a 

wireless LTE carrier.  

The Information Technology (IT) Department reviewed three solutions, VC3 Voice 

Advantage, 8x8, and Nextiva hosted VOIP phone system for the Law Enforcement Center.  

The IT Department believes working through our existing service vendor (VC3) to deploy 

Voice Advantage is the best solution.  Costs per handset range from $20.38 to $35.67 per 

month.  County Manager Felts noted that because this is an Information Technology Service 

and not a hardware purchase and formal bidding is not required.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Zelodis 

Jay, and unanimously carried, the Board approved working with VC3 to implement the Voice 

Advantage hosted voice over IP phone system and to complete the statement of work.  

 BOARD APPROVED VIRTUAL SERVER INFRASTRUCTURE FOR LAW 
 ENFORCEMENT CENTER 
 

Chris Brame, IT Director, said that Granville County utilizes two virtual server clusters 

as its primary and secondary data infrastructure. One server cluster located in Oxford and 

secondary located in Wilton.  Each cluster consists of six Dell PowerEdge servers and three 

Dell EMC VNXe data storage array.  The primary and secondary clusters were deployed in 

early 2016, and serve each county department with their daily function.  He explained that the 

Granville County Sheriff’s Office and 911 require a local connection to the virtual cluster to 

ensure data access in the event of disaster or third party connection issues.  Due to this 

requirement, an additional virtual cluster is required, located at Granville County’s Law 

Enforcement Center. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Tony W. Cozart, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the purchase of Dell EMC 

hyperconverged infrastructure at a one-time cost of $155,728, that includes $11,000 for 



  

professional services from SHI for the new Granville County Law Enforcement Center virtual 

server infrastructure.    

 BOARD APPOINTED JOANN DESHANE (DISTRICT 5 APPOINTED BY 
 DISTRICT 3) TO THE SENIOR SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Sue Hinman, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board appointed JoAnn DeShane (District 5 appointed 

by District 3) to the Senior Services Advisory Committee. 

BOARD APPOINTED MICHAEL COOVERT (DISTRICT 3 APPOINTED BY 
 DISTRICT 5) TO THE GRANVILLE COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY 
 COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Timothy Karan, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board appointed Michael Coovert (District 3 appointed 

by District 5) to the Granville County Citizens Advisory Committee for Environmental Affairs 

as recommended by Commissioner Roberts (absent). 

BOARD APPOINTED EDELIZETE PAUPLIS (DISTRICT 5) TO THE 
GRANVILLE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Timothy Karan, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board appointed Edelizete Pauplis (District 5) to the 

Granville County Library System Board of Trustees.  

 BOARD MADE REAPPONTMENTS TO THE GRANVILLE COUNTY HUMAN 
RELATIONS COMMISSION 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board reappointed Linda Jordon (District 7) and John 

Wimbush (District 7) to the Granville County Human Relations Commission.  

BOARD MADE APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL – GRANVILLE COUNTY  
 
Chairman Smith stated that Cardinal Innovations Healthcare announced the launch of 

a new, more responsive, and solution-focused community governance structure in late 2019.  

In addition to a Regional Health Council, there will be one Community Advisory Council 

(CAC) in each county of the Cardinal Innovations Healthcare catchment.  The CAC will serve 

as an avenue for individuals in the community (members, families, providers, and 

stakeholders) to present the needs of the community to the Regional Health Councils.  The 

CAC will meet eight (8) times a year.  Voting members will be selected by each local Board 

of County Commissioners.  Individuals who were interested in serving were asked to complete 



  

applications to Cardinal Innovations Healthcare by November 24th.  Cardinal Innovations is 

asking each Board of County Commissioners to select seven (7) voting members.  He noted 

that Cardinal Innovations Healthcare received seven (7) applications for Granville County.  All 

of them are qualified and staff from Cardinal Innovations Healthcare who reviewed the 

applications had no concerns with any of them. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Tony W. Cozart, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board appointed Kelsey Dickman, Lisa Gilbert, 

Danielle Harris, Taneisha Jordan, Thomas Lane, Shannon Perry-Smith and Joe Tartamella to 

the Community Advisory Council (CAC) for Granville County.   

BOARD MADE REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY 
 BOARD 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Timothy Karan, seconded by Commissioner Tony 

W. Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board reappointed Robert Lawrence (District 5) to 

the Agricultural Advisory Board.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board reappointed William Lyons (District 7) to the 

Agricultural Advisory Board.  

BOARD REAPPOINTED MITCHELL J. “MIKE” ALLEN, JR. TO THE 
 CREEDMOOR PLANNING BOARD – EXTRATERRITORIAL MEMBER 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Timothy Karan, seconded by Commissioner Edgar 

Smoak, and unanimously carried, the Board reappointed Mitchell J. “Mike” Allen, Jr. to the 

Creedmoor Planning Board – extraterritorial member.  

BOARD REAPPOINTED ROBERT T. “ROB” WILLIFORD, II TO THE 
 GRANVILLE COUNTY ABC BOARD 

 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Zelodis Jay, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board reappointed Robert T. “Rob” Williford, II to the 

Granville County ABC Board.  

AFTER HEARING ABC BOARD UPDATE, BOARD APPROVED FUNDING 
FROM THE ABC BOARD FOR ALCOHOL AWARENESS EDUCATIONAL 
TOOLS FOR GRANVILLE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS    
 

 County Manager Felts stated that this item was to approve funding from the ABC Board 

for Alcohol Awareness educational materials. In January 2020, representatives from the ABC 

Board contacted County Administration for assistance in meeting the requirements of N.C.G.S. 

18B-805 (c)(3).  The ABC Board has identified the need to expend approximately $18,538 



  

from fiscal year 2018-19 revenues towards this requirement.  County Administration has 

worked with the Granville County School System to develop a spending plan for these funds 

since there is an urgency to meet this expenditure requirement.  A spending plan from Beth 

Day, School Finance Officer, was included in the agenda.  Also, note that amounts to each 

individual school campus can be amended to meet the actual funding level.  Per the statute, the 

use of funds is required to be included in the minutes of the local board.  Additional funding 

from the ABC Board for fiscal year 2019-2020 and future years will also be available.  The 

County may want to consider other methods of utilizing funding in the future. 

 Commissioner Jay asked for clarification on how the money would be spent. 

 County Manager Felts said this is restricted funding and must be used for alcohol 

awareness education.  He noted that it can include drug awareness if alcohol awareness is 

included in the material.  Each school can buy curriculum and then the school system will also 

purchase curriculum. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Zelodis Jay, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board approved funding the Granville County Public 

Schools ABC spending plan and allowing the school system to amend the plan to utilize the 

full $18,538 in funding from the ABC Board’s legislatively mandated fiscal year 2018-2019 

alcohol awareness funding. 

BOARD TERMINATED INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF 
 CREEDMOOR CONCERNING CANNADY MILL PROPERTY 

 
County Manager Felts stated that this item was to request direction from the Board of 

Commissioners in regards to the letter from the City of Creedmoor concerning the Cannady 

Mill Road property.  During the February 17, 2020 regular meeting of the Granville County 

Board of Commissioners, the Board directed the County Manager to relay to the City of 

Creedmoor that the County wants to continue the partnership with the City of Creedmoor to 

develop the Cannady Mill property for recreation.  This was in keeping with one of the goals 

of the Parks, Greenways and Recreation Advisory Committee; which is the development of 

more recreation sites in southern Granville County.  Copies of all written correspondence 

between the City of Creedmoor and Granville County were included in the agenda.  On January 

21, 2020, County Administration received a letter from the City of Creedmoor dated January 

16, 2020 providing notice that the Creedmoor Board of Commissioners voted to rescind the 

Board action approved at their November 4, 2019 meeting.  The letter requested the transfer 



  

of the locks and keys to the property back to the City of Creedmoor and he noted that this has 

not been accomplished.  He requested direction on the matter.  He said that Commissioner 

Karan requested that he provide some additional information.  He said that Mark Pace at the 

Richard H. Thornton Library helped a gentleman with a family history of the owners of the 

property that he had previously sent to the Board. 

Chairman Smith asked for questions and comments. 

County Manager Felts said that Creedmoor does not have the authority to unilaterally 

rescind the agreement, but since Granville County has economic interest, the Board does have 

the ability to rescind or withdraw from the agreement.   

Commissioner Cozart said that the information provided indicates that the current 

Creedmoor Board of Commissioners does not want to partner with the County on the matter.  

He said he heard in discussions that if the County desires to purchase the property that they 

would be glad to talk. 

Commissioner Tony W. Cozart said he would make a motion to rescind the County’s 

efforts in this agreement regarding the Cannady Mill property.  Commissioner Edgar Smoak 

seconded the motion. 

Chairman Smith called for discussion. 

Commissioner Karan said in the agreement it states that in three years the County shall 

develop a written plan for development of the premises.  He said the newly formed Granville 

Parks, Greenways, and Recreation Committee has been excited to have the first blueway 

project in Granville County.  He mentioned the Uniquely Carolina branding of Granville 

County and the impact and opportunity to work on this project. 

Discussion ensued. Commissioner Jay mentioned setting precedents and 

Commissioner Hinman mentioned concerns with Creedmoor backing out of current 

agreements such as with the Senior Center in Creedmoor.  County Attorney Wrenn gave his 

opinion about setting precedents.   

Commissioner Karan clarified that he is a representative of the City of Creedmoor as 

he does have constituents in his district that live in the city limits of Creedmoor. 

When Chairman Smith called for a vote on the matter, it passed by a vote of 4-2 to 

approve exercising the rights to terminate the Interlocal Agreement with Creedmoor regarding 

3215 Cannady Mill Road, Franklinton, NC per section 12B(i). 



  

Ayes: Commissioners Jay, Smith, Cozart and Smoak 
Nayes:  Commissioners Hinman and Karan  
 
BOARD TOOK NO ACTION REGARDING PROPOSED STREET LIGHTING 

 FOR OXFORD LOOP ROAD AND GOSHEN STREET INTERSECTION 
 

 County Manager Felts said that County Administration was asked to research the 

possibility of lighting at the intersection of Oxford Loop Road and Goshen Street.  He noted 

that the property was determined to be in the County’s jurisdiction.  The North Carolina 

Department of Transportation (NC DOT) surveyed the intersection and determined that it did 

not meet their criteria for providing additional lighting.  NC DOT did suggest the County could 

request a proposal from Duke Energy Progress if the County was interested in taking this on 

as a County Project. 

A street lighting design with a vicinity map conducted by Duke Energy Progress was 

in the agenda.  This project, if approved, would include a fixed monthly cost to the County of 

$34.80 ($417.60 annually), and an undetermined construction cost.  He noted that County Staff 

is assuming the NC DOT encroachment agreement will be handled at no cost to the County by 

Duke Energy.  The attached contract includes the installation provisions the County would 

have to assume and an example of charges that the County may have to pay depending on 

actual conditions of the area.   

Granville County has not incurred lighting expenditures for areas outside of County 

owned properties, so County Staff does not have any prior experience to draw on to help 

provide advice to the Board on the need for or merits of this proposed project.  He said that 

something to keep in mind is that approving this project may create a precedent unless 

additional policy input from the Board is provided to help guide staff on recommendations for 

any future requests. 

County Manager said he does not recommend approval of this project due to the 

potential of creating a precedent.  If approved, County Administration would recommend 

policy input for how to handle future requests of a similar nature. 

 Commissioner Jay said the area at this intersection is very dark and he was thought the 

property was in the City of Oxford.   

 No action was taken by the Board of Commissioners.   

SPRING LITTER SWEEP ANNOUNCED  
 
County Manager Felts stated that this year’s Spring NC DOT sponsored roadside 



  

cleanup “SPRING 2020 LITTER SWEEP” runs from April 11th through April 25th.  Since litter 

has been a priority of this Board, a volunteer County employee roadside cleanup has been 

tentatively scheduled, on Friday, April 17, 2020 and a rain date on Friday, April 24th.  

Volunteers will meet downtown Oxford at noon and will travel to a site selected by Jason Falls, 

Granville County Environmental Services Director.   

BOARD APPROVED COUNTY DEPARTMENT EXPO AT A LATER DATE 

The Granville County Board of Commissioners is scheduled to hold pre-budget 

workshops on April 20th and 23rd at the Granville County Expo and Convention Center.  

County Manager Felts proposed to present a Granville County Services Expo on the afternoon 

of Thursday, April 23rd from 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm prior to the scheduled workshop.  County 

Departments would be encouraged to participate, but not required to participate.  If approved, 

the Expo would be open to the public and the Granville County Board of Commissioners would 

be encouraged to use the opportunity to learn about county services and discuss operational 

and budget challenges with Department heads prior to the start of the pre-budget workshop.  

County Manager Felts said with the current restrictions in place for gatherings of 100 or more 

due to COVID-19, the event could not be open to the public.  He said it could be held for just 

staff, but would probably be best to be held at a later date. 

When asked by County Manager Felts, Chairman Smith said he thought the event was 

a good idea.   

Commissioner Hinman asked if it would be possible to hold the event later. 

County Manager Felts said he thought it would be possible to hold after the pandemic. 

Commissioner Cozart said he thought it would be good for students to attend to possible 

spark interest in county government.   

Chairman Smith asked the Board to consider approval and then the County Manager 

could hold the event when the time is right. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sue Hinman, seconded by Commissioner Tony W. 

Cozart, and unanimously carried, the Board approved holding a County Services Expo at a 

later date, per the County Manager’s discretion. 

JOINT MEETING WITH BOARD OF EDUCATION ANNOUNCED 

County Manager Felts explained that the Granville County Board of Education 

requested a joint meeting with the Granville County Board of Commissioners for a school 



  

facilities workshop and information session.  After talking with Chairman Smith and 

coordinating calendars, March 30th was selected.  The joint meeting will take place at the 

Granville County Expo and Convention Center on Monday, March 30th beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

He noted that this is for information only and may be subject to change due to COVID-19.   

COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

County Attorney Wrenn said that he had an attorney-client matter for closed session. 

BOARD PRESENTATIONS 

Commissioner Cozart reported that the Granville Health System Finance Committee 

met and Granville Medical Center is ready to serve the needs of citizens as we deal with 

COVID-19. 

Commissioner Karan reported that the Mayor of Stem asked the South Granville Water 

and Sewer Authority (SGWASA) Board to go back to their respective appointing authority and 

consider restructuring the SGWASA Board from either seven members to 5 members or 

increase to eight members to allow representation from Stem.   

County Attorney Wrenn added that he has heard discussion both ways and that if the 

Board is inclined to take action to give Stem representation on the SGWASA Board, he would 

ask that SGWASA be given a chance to review the best structure before action is taken.   

Commissioner Smoak asked that the SGWASA Board be allowed to come back with a 

recommendation to the Board of Commissioners and talked about different scenarios of 

number of members. 

Commissioner Jay reported that KARTS had over 800 calls for rides for one day and 

that the Department of Transportation is cutting down and only allowing 600 calls due to the 

number of vehicles.  He said a sign-up sheet has been added to KARTS buses so if someone 

contracts the coronavirus, the bus they had been on can be determined to let others know.  He 

said that the drivers are wearing gloves as a precaution and they are trying to have sanitizer 

available. 

Commissioner Hinman reported that Commissioner Karan, Economic Development 

Director Harry Mills, and County Manager Felts are meeting tomorrow to discuss opportunity 

zones as presented at the recent Opportunity Summit in Charlotte.  She said that ACIM initiated 

a drive-thru service due to COVID-19 and thanked the Sheriff’s Office for the deputies that 

helped with initiate the change.  



  

BOARD WENT INTO CLOSED SESSION  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Zelodis 

Jay, and unanimously carried, the Board went into closed session as allowed by G.S. 143-

318.11(a)(3) and (5) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in 

order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, which 

privilege is hereby acknowledged; and to establish, or to instruct the public body's staff or 

negotiating agents concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in 

negotiating (i) the price and other material terms of a contract or proposed contract for the 

acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange, or lease; or (ii) the amount of 

compensation and other material terms of an employment contract or proposed employment 

contract. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Edgar Smoak, seconded by Commissioner Sue 

Hinman, and unanimously carried, the Board returned to regular session. 

COMMISSIONERS ADJOURN 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Zelodis Jay, seconded by Commissioner Sue Hinman 

and unanimously carried, the Board adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 

        Respectfully submitted, 
        Debra A. Weary, NCCCC, CMC 
        Clerk to the Board 
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