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15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GRANVILLE ATHLETIC PARK
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15 YEARS AT
THE GAP
Every year the Granville Athletic Park (the GAP) is a part of
countless memorable moments as thousands of visitors enter
our 68-acre park right in the heart of Granville County. The
GAP is a wooded park where the natural environment is not
just a part of the park's aesthetic, but a part of the park's many
opportunities. Our paved walking trails weave through tall
pines and hardwoods; our ball fields are framed by greenery.
Phase I of the GAP-the Jonesland Environmental Preserve-is
maintained entirely organically.

Right off of I-85 and just outside of the Oxford city limits, the
GAP has provided a third space outside of work and home for
many families for 15 years. The park came into existence
because of the dedicated efforts of thousands of Granville
County residents and global citizens (check out the history of
the GAP on the next page). It's this kind of community support
that has kept the park going for 15 years, and it's that same
support that will keep the park going for many more years to
come.

We hope you will consider the fifteen ways to
celebrate the 15th anniversary outlined in this
packet. We appreciate the support of Granville
County, and we look forward to the future of
recreation for all.

MICHAEL FELTS
County Manager

THE JONESLAND
ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVE
In 1989, the state of North Carolina joined a five-state compact that would commit
the state to site and build five hazardous waste incinerators for a private company

THE JONESLAND
ENVIRONMENTAL
PRESERVE

called ThermalKEM. In May of 1990, the state had narrowed its list of 18 sites to
2 sites-one on the Rowan and Iredell County border and one near Oxford in
Granville County. The Jonesland Environmental Preserve is in part of the proposed
Oxford site for the incinerator (combined from nine different landowners and totaling 580
acres off of Belltown Road).

When Granville County residents heard that the state might take land from local landowners near Oxford to build a
toxic waste incinerator, they took action. A local Oxford attorney, John Pike, secured a loan from Adams Tobacco
Company (a local tobacco company) and purchased the 48-acre Ellok Jones farm, one of the tracts of land in the
middle of the 580-acre proposed incinerator site.

John Pike sold $5 ownership shares of the Ellok Jones farmland to approximately 8,000 people, some as far as the
Soviet Union and South America.

In addition to multiple protests, negotiations with 8,000 shareholders and multiple lawsuits deterred the state to the
point that they eventually abandoned the proposed Belltown site. On May 21, 2004, the Belltown land sited for the
incinerator was dedicated as the Granville Athletic Park
and Jonesland Environmental Preserve.

FIGURE 1.
According to Wikipedia, an
annual report is a
comprehensive report on a
company's activities
throughout the preceding
year.

IMAGES PULLED FROM WHATEVER IT TAKES: HOW GRANVILLE COUNTY FOUGHT AND DEFEATED THE HAZARDOUS
WASTE INCINERATOR BY MICHAEL ARNOLD

THE GAP
4615 BELLTOWN ROAD
OXFORD, NC
The Granville Athletic Park (known to
many as The GAP) sees thousands of visitors
each year. The park includes three
regulation-sized soccer fields and five
youth-sized soccer fields. Fields range from
50×80 yards, 40×60 yards, all the way down
to 40×30 yards. All soccer fields may be
modified to go as high as World Cup
regulation size of 120×70 yards.
The park also has two regulation sized
baseball fields for high school and middle
school baseball, including permanent
mounds and Bermudagrass infields. There
are three youth size baseball fields to fit
ages 12 & under. Two of these fields are
Bermuda grass infields and one is a skinned
infield that can be modified for fast-pitch
softball and T-ball. All fields are 419 Tifway
Bermuda grass. Fields 1 through 4 have
lighting; field 5 has no lights.
Additionally, the Granville Athletic Park
has two multipurpose fields, a sports
pavilion, an amphitheater, a water spray
park, paved walking trails, wetlands and
forestry educational areas, and other
amenities. The park is open from dawn to
dusk each day.
Recently, the County begin installing an
18-hole disc golf course at the facility.
In 2019 the County will begin construction
on Phase III of the GAP, which will include
tennis, volleyball, horseshoes, a picnic
shelter, a playground, walking trails, and
adult fitness opportunities.

LOOKING FORWARD: PHASE III

EVIG OT SYAW

PLAYGROUNDS
SPONSORSHIP

PHASE I & II has a large play structure
complete with slides, monkey bars, and other
creative play elements.
PHASE III will include an additional play area
complete with swings and other equipment to
encourage inclusive and creative play.

WALKING
TRAILS

PHASE I & II has 1.25 miles of paved walking
trails that flow through 68 acres of the GAP
and the Jonesland Environmental Preserve.
These trails are heavily used by people of all
ages.

SPONSORSHIP
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PHASE III will also have a paved walkway that will
weave through the expansion.

BASEBALL &
SOFTBALL
FIELDS
SPONSORSHIP

SOCCER
FIELDS
SPONSORSHIP

PHASE I has three regulation size soccer
fields and five youth size soccer fields.
Fields range from 50×80 yards, 40×60
yards, all the way down to 40×30 yards. All
soccer fields may be modified to go as high
as World Cup regulation size of 120×70
yards.

PICNIC
SHELTERS
SPONSORSHIP

PHASE I & II has two regulation-sized
baseball fields for high school and
middle school baseball, including
permanent mounds and Bermuda
grass infields. There are three youthsized baseball fields to fit ages 12 &
under. Two of these fields are
Bermuda grass infields and one is a
skinned infield that can be modified
for fast pitch softball and T-ball.

PHASE I & II has one picnic shelter
located beside the playground.
PHASE III will have an additional picnic
shelter.
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ADULT
FITNESS
AREA
SPONSORSHIP
MULTIPURPOSE
FIELDS

PHASE III will have an adult
fitness area with outdoor fitness
equipment. Our plan is to locate
this area next to the playground.
It's our goal to get families
outside and recreating together,
as well as to provide recreation
opportunities for people of all
ages and interests.
PHASE II has two
multipurpose fields that
can be used for a
variety of recreation
purposes.

SPONSORSHIP

TENNIS
COURTS
SPONSORSHIP
VOLLEYBALL
SPONSORSHIP

PHASE III will have six tennis
courts allowing for informal
play; courts will also
accommodate tournament
activity.

PHASE III will include two sand
volleyball pits, a feature
entirely new to the Granville
Athletic Park.

AMPHITHEATER
SPONSORSHIP

PHASE I of the GAP
includes a large
amphitheater and
outdoor seating area,
great for outdoor
concerts and large
events.
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BENCHES
SPONSORSHIP
HORSESHOE
PITS
SPONSORSHIP

The GAP has benches
throughout the park to
not only provide a resting
point, but to sit and enjoy
the park's natural setting.

PHASE III will have an
area for horseshoes
right next to the
picnic shelter; it will
include three pits.

DONATE

Can't commit to
sponsoring an element of
the park, but want to
show your support of the
Granville Athletic Park?
Consider making a
donation and celebrate
the 15th anniversary of
the GAP.

VOLUNTEER

Granville County
appreciates its
volunteers! Have some
time to give? We would be
very appreciative and
grateful to connect you
with volunteer
opportunities at the GAP.

PUBLIC
ART

Are you an artist that creates
installations for outdoor
spaces and you want to share
with the GAP? We are always
looking for ways to continue to
build our sense of place at this
facility. Enjoying art is also a
part of recreation. Reach out to
connect about this opportunity.

15 SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS
Cost-effective way to reach customers
Receive exposure to a diverse group of individuals
Increase your brand visibility and awareness
Enhance your community awareness
Reinforce your brand image in the public space by using recreation,
health, and fitness as a platform
Support Granville County's mission
Provide meaningful business-building opportunities in the community
Increase goodwill with a contribution to Granville County
Further demonstrate your brand's commitment to community and
health and wellness
Reach out-of-county visitors
Create a revenue generating marketing platform
Help diversify recreation opportunities for current and future
residents
Honor the history of the Jonesland Environmental Preserve
Support land conservation through parks and recreation development
Encourage healthy social interaction

SPONSORSHIP & NAMING
OPPORTUNITIES

Recreation amenities are available for sponsorship in all three phases of the Granville Athletic
Park. The sponsorship levels are listed in the table below. Sponsorship opportunities are firstcome, first-served. All interested entities will be reviewed by staff to ensure that sponsors are
a good fit for the family-friendly atmosphere of the Granville Athletic Park. Each element
sponsored will be recognized with a sign stating the name of the sponsoring entity. Complete
the interest form and return to the County Manager's office; our lead contact will be in touch
(contact details on the last page).

Naming Rights Signage Information
Sponsorship benefits include permanent signage for the duration of the sponsorship term.
Signage will be placed in a prominent and reasonable area (not distracting from game play
or recreational usage) next to or on the sponsored amenity.
Sponsorship benefits include a listing on the Granville County website and recognition at
the Phase III ribbon cutting and dedication ceremony.

DONATION OPPORTUNITIES:
SUPPORTERS OF THE GAP
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Supporters of the GAP will have their
names displayed by level on signage in
the Phase III expansion of the park in
a prominent location. Let your community know that you are
a supporter of the Granville Athletic Park by making a donation
to the future of this facility.
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Bronze Supporter ($5-14): Name recognition by level on a supporter recognition installation Phase III
Silver Supporter ($15-29): Name recognition by level on a supporter recognition installation Phase III
Gold Supporter ($30-47): Name recognition by level on a supporter recognition installation Phase III
Platinum Supporter ($48-99): Name recognition by level on a supporter recognition installation Phase III
Diamond Supporter ($100+): Engraved brick in Phase III walkway
Find more information at www.granvillecounty.org/fifteenfor15 or contact the County Manager's Office.

CONTACT
For more information on the "Fifteen for 15" sponsorship and giving campaign,
contact the Granville County Manager's Office or visit
www.granvillecounty.org/fifteenfor15.
Interested in one of the fifteen ways to give? Complete the interest form and
email/mail back to the County Manager's office. Our lead contact will be in touch.
Lead contact:
Charla Duncan, Management Analyst
919.693.5240
charla.duncan@granvillecounty.org
Checks can be made out to Granville County and sent to:
Attn: Charla Duncan
Granville County Administration
PO Box 906
Oxford, NC 27565
Memo line: "Fifteen for 15" Campaign

